
Lakehead University 



Lakehead University 

Developing Transfer Pathways 
for General Arts and Science 
Gillian Siddall and Alice den Otter 
 

April 29, 2014 
 



Lakehead University 

College-University Transfer Pathways 
  

Purpose:  
• To give opportunities to college students who 

would not have been able to or interested in 
attending university after highschool; 

• To reduce overlap of academic material for 
transfer students; 

• To ensure that transfer students have sufficient 
background to be successful in second and 
third year university courses  
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2 Year General Arts and 
Science diploma programs 

Program Structure:  generally 24 credits in 4 
semesters (6 courses of 36-45 hours each per 
semester) 
 
• Variable programming 

• Mainly mandatory academic courses plus electives 
• Some mainly Arts; some full mix of Arts and Science 

• Mainly electives, including “student success” courses 
• Special streams in first or second year; e.g. university 

stream 
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Three Lakehead Degrees 

• BA (General) – 3 year program (available online and in 
Thunder Bay), 15 full course equivalents (FCEs; 5 FCEs = 
10 semester courses per year) in mainly Arts; 

• BASc (Interdisciplinary Studies) – 3 year 
program (available in Orillia), 15 FCEs in Arts and 
Sciences, including 5 FCEs in one area of specialization; 

• HBASc (Interdisciplinary Studies) – 4 year 
program (available in Orillia), 20 FCEs in Arts and 
Science, including 5 FCEs in two areas of specialization 
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Interdisciplinary Studies 
Specializations  

  
Choices: 

• Anthropology 
• Biology  
• Criminology 
• English 
• Environmental Studies 
• General Science 

 
 

• Geography 
• History 
• Media Studies 
• Political Studies 
• Psychology 
• Sociology 
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Proposed Transfer Pathways 
Goal:  Block transfer credit for as close to two 
years of study as possible 
 
Methods: 
• Visit Colleges and gather course outlines  
• Compare Learning Outcomes 
• Conduct course by course assessment of 

potential “advanced level” courses (ongoing). 
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Comparison of Learning Outcomes 

Chart 
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Similarities among Learning 
Outcomes at Colleges and LU 

All Programs: 
• Breadth of knowledge 
• Critical thinking skills 
• Problem solving skills 
• Communication skills.  

Most Programs: 
• Application of knowledge 

•  Information literacy 
•  Research skills 
•  Analysis of social 

dynamics 

• Professional capacities 
• Decision making 
• Social and personal 

responsibility 
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Learning Outcomes Lacking for 
College General Arts & Science 

• Depth and complexity of knowledge 
• Methodological knowledge and 

development  
• Awareness of limits of knowledge 
• Autonomy and adaptability 
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Challenges for Transfer Pathways 
• Maximum introductory level courses for 

Lakehead degree: 7 FCEs  
• Lakehead’s HBASc and BASc 

(Interdisciplinary Studies) degrees require  
• A half FCE of Inquiry courses at first year level. 
• At least 1 FCE in Arts and at least 1 FCE in Science 

at first year level 
• At least 1 FCE of first year courses in each area of 

specialization that could satisfy prerequisite(s) for 
upper level courses in that area.  

• Missing requirements would need to be added on 
to length of transfer program.  
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Proposed BA (General) Transfer Pathway 

• Block Transfer for 8 FCEs for college 
graduates with 70% overall average 
• Includes 7 FCEs at first year level 
• Includes 1 FCE of approved “advanced level” courses 

(to be posted on website) 

• Individual Transfer of up to 2 FCEs of 
additional approved “advanced level” 
courses  

• Missing first FCE of “advanced level” 
courses would need to be added on at LU. 
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Layout of BA (General) College 
Transfer Pathway 
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Pre-approved Advanced 
Courses to date 

 
Chart 
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Pre-approved Advanced 
Courses to date p. 2 
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Proposal for HBASc & BASc 
(Interdisciplinary Studies) Transfer Pathways 

• Same rules as for BA (General)  
• Additional requirements not met at college 

would be added to length of program: 
• At least one half FCE course approved as “Inquiry” 
• At least 1 FCE in Arts and at least 1 FCE in Science at 

first year level 
• At least 1 FCE of first year courses in one (for BASc) 

or two (for HBASc) areas of specialization that could 
satisfy prerequisite(s) for upper level courses in that 
area.   
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Sample Pre-approved 
Interdisciplinary Requirements 
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BASc (Interdisciplinary Studies) 

Requires 70% overall average for entry and 60% overall average for graduation. 
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HBASc (Interdisciplinary Studies) 

Requires 70% overall average for entry and 70% overall average for graduation. 
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Conclusion 

•  Where we’re at right now. 
•  Next steps. 
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Questions? 

For more information, contact  
 

• Alice den Otter, adenotte@lakeheadu.ca 
• Gillian Siddall, gsiddall@lakeheadu.ca 

mailto:adenotte@lakeheadu.ca
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