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 Genesis of this project  
 bilateral agreements 
 college-university transfer  
 need for system transparency in credit transfer  
 

 The project’s significance in macrocosm  
 ONCAT  
 MTCU's discussion paper and in COU's response  
 general climate in Southern Ontario  

 



 The Ontario  government estimates that about 4,000 college 
graduates transfer to universities each year. 
 

 With the founding of Ontario’s college system was established in 
1967, there were no transfer provisions put in place to facilitate 
student movement from college to university.  
 

 William Davis, the Education Minister in 1967 stated that “no able 
and qualified student should be prevented from going on from a 
College of Applied Arts and Technology to a university,” leaving the 
option for mobility between the sectors open. 
 

 While over 500 pathways to facilitate transfer are in place, no two 
are alike and students struggle to make sense of a system that 
economist Don Drummond called “a bitter game of snakes and 
ladders.”  



Numerous calls in recent history for a more seamless PSE system in Ontario, including: 
 

 • MCTU’s “ Future Goals for Ontario Colleges and Universities” made credit transfer a priority in 1996. Vision 2000 
(1990) called for the expansion and improvement of opportunities for students to move between the college and 
university sectors  

 
 • The Pan-Canadian Protocol on the Transferability of University Credits (1995) was 
signed by the provincial Ministers of Education  
 
 • The College University Consortium Council (CUCC) was developed in 1996 with the aim 
to “promote and coordinate joint education and training ventures that will: aid the transfer 
of students from sector to sector; facilitate the creation of joint programs between 
colleges and universities; and, further the development of a more seamless continuum of 
postsecondary education in Ontario”  
 
 • The Ontario College University Degree-Completion Accord, also referred to as the Port 
Hope Accord, signed in 1999, outlined a series of principles and provided a “framework 
for the development of program to program degree completion agreements between 
Ontario colleges and universities. 
 
 • The Ontario College University Transfer Guide (OCUTG) – in 2010 a total of 506 transfer agreements between 

colleges and universities were listed in the OCUTG database  
 
 















 In “Strengthening Ontario’s Centres of Creativity, 
Innovation and Knowledge,” MTCU looks to improve 
credit transfer, credential compatibility, and student 
mobility as a key to decrease provincial costs, promote 
efficiency, and promote lifelong learning.  
 

 Its goals are ambitious, calling to “Make 100 percent of 
first-and second-year introductory, general education, 
and core courses fully recognized across institutions.” 
 

 In response, the COU pledges that universities will 
continue to expand credit transfer opportunities and 
improve the student experience.  



 The Ontario Council on Articulation and Transfer 
(ONCAT) officially replaced the College University 
Consortium Council in March 2012 
 

 ONCAT’s broader mandate includes: 
  developing new transfer opportunities for post-secondary 

students across Ontario 
  enabling student transfer across levels and sectors:                  

i.e. university to university; college to college; college to 
university; university to college.  



 Task: to develop a database of course equivalencies 
between college arts and science courses and lower level 
university elective subjects;  

 Consideration of jointly developed courses;  
 Assessment of college courses for” assigned” or 

“unassigned credit”; 
 No “block credit”; 
 Preparation of college transfer students to be successful 

in a university arts, humanities, social science or science 
degree program; 

 Consideration of  Phase 2 project best practices in arts 
and science university transfer programs ; 
 
 
 



 College reps solicited participation from other 24 
institutions 
 bilateral GAS/Liberal Arts courses 
 appropriate General Education electives 
 degree-level Liberal Studies electives offered by some colleges 

 

 Introductory/survey courses in traditional arts and 
science disciplines  

 

 Vetting appropriate courses for transfer 
consideration 
 
 



 Long history of granting a designated number of units of 
“block credit” for college work, which student’s could use 
toward satisfying degree electives  
 

 ONCAT call for the universities to offer greater specificity 
and transparency to transfer credit practices 

  
 Preference for, where possible, course by course 

equivalencies when assessing college course outlines 
 

 Equivalency benchmark generally considered to be 70-
80% similarity in course content and learning objectives. 



Universities examined course outlines in terms of: 
 course hours 
 weekly reading 
 assignments and evaluations 
 survey/ introductory topic coverage 

 
In order to create equivalencies with courses that did 

not quite meet the benchmark, colleges invited 
university stakeholders to provide critical feedback 
and suggestions for revision that would enable 
transfer credit  













College Participants 10 
Universities Participants 7 

Number of College Courses Evaluated 265 
Assigned Credit Given 268 
Unassigned Credit Given 655 
Total Assigned and Unassigned 927 



 Importance of building trust and understanding between sectors 
 i.e. accessible, experienced, credentialed faculty;  learning outcomes; class 

sizes and access to faculty and support services; skills development focus 
 Importance of CUCC Phase 2 project “lessons/guidelines” i.e. “facilitated 

transfer” 
 Importance of “wise investments” in faculty cohorts in arts/sciences 

disciplines; course development in arts and sciences at the colleges with 
an eye to transfer potential where appropriate 

 Importance of building on existing infrastructure for transfer credit 
opportunities: i.e. bilateral agreements; GAS program core curricula; degree 
electives/options 

 The efficacy of college arts/science courses vs. creating university courses 
at the colleges;  

 Universities need to safeguard requirements of their various degree 
programs in granting transfer credits – existing block and credit for credit 
policies; transfer credit thresholds in breadth areas  
 



 Need to expand college and university participation in the 
database 

 Potential for database creation beyond arts and sciences  
 Potential for 2+2 agreements building on the strengths of 

colleges and universities 
 Jointly designed courses and programs that align with 

provincial priorities as per the original proposal from the CUCC 
 Improve conditions for two-way student traffic, recognizing 

that university students are increasingly seeking college 
certificates and diplomas that offer to develop explicit career 
skills and advanced technological training 



 Emphasize the importance of “facilitating transfer” for 
students at receiving institutions which addresses 
concerns about acculturation, establishing realistic 
expectations, etc. 

 Better coordinate the work of the college and university 
sectors in addressing how students needs are being 
served 

 Create a working group on best practices toward student 
success – with college and university representation  - in 
the transition from sending to receiving institutions.  

 Recognize our responsibility to student success will 
require the investment of creative thought, material 
resources and time in the form of support services—and 
clearly communicated information about them 
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